
More than a Convention…it’s a Movement! 

Bold, innovative and brilliant African entrepreneurs are empowered and ready to arrive for the 
very first history-making and economy-changing convention in beautiful Tampa Bay, Florida. 
But wait a minute! This is more than just a convention…it’s a movement! The Changing Flames 
International Economic Convention focused on empowering U.S.-Africa Trade business 
partnerships is scheduled to be held on November 7th-9th, 2019, at the Tampa Convention Center. 
All are invited to come to meet, network, build and celebrate entrepreneurship with us!  

Come expecting a mind-shifting and life-changing experience featuring: 

- 40+ Incredible educational and empowering sessions with over 150+ speakers 
- Dynamic Exhibition with 500+ exhibitors 
- Wrapping up with a Black-Tie Gala with honoree presentations, cocktails, a gourmet 

meal, dance and performance by Bez 

You may ask, “What makes this convention different from others?”. Changing Flames organizers 
recognize that the continent of Africa is firmly entrenched with millions of intelligent, 
entrepreneurial, highly-skilled, experienced, and talented young men and women who have a lot 
to offer to the global economy. However, it is always difficult for those African entrepreneurs to 
participate in the global markets due to increasing economic inequality within the continent of 
Africa. With over 1 billion people, abundant natural and agricultural resources, Africa is 
positioning itself to be the next center for global trade. Changing Flames International Economic 
Convention 2019 is the “flame” that will be used to ignite and blaze the trail for African 
entrepreneurs to arise and compete from a place of strength, transparency, trust and reliability.   

What is the role of Changing Flames? Changing Flames is a consortium of African and 
American based businesses in Tampa Bay Florida dedicated to improving business skills and 
relationships of Small African businesses based in Africa. Changing Flames provides holistic 
solutions with strategy and technology. Changing Flames believes that excellent mentorship, 
training, solid technology solutions, and proper client-investor relationships are the keys that will 
help strengthen small African businesses and fill the gap between U.S. entrepreneurs and African 
entrepreneurs. The overall goal is to advance economic growth and infrastructure in the U.S, 
Africa, and the global economy. 

Changing Flames has a 3-pronged Mission: “We Identify. We Train. We Connect.”  

1. We Identify: Changing Flames identifies African entrepreneurs who are eligible to 
participate in global trade under specific legislations. The African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA), a legislation passed by the 200th Congress of the United 
States serves as the cornerstone of U.S. economic engagement with sub-Saharan African 
countries. Likewise, the African Women’s Entrepreneurship Program (AWEP), is an 
initiative under AGOA that promotes business growth among African women 
entrepreneurs. Changing Flames’ role is to leverage initiatives like AGOA and AWEP to 
provide a better business environment to increase trade both regionally and to U.S. 
markets. The Changing Flames marketplace, a digital e-commerce platform, will serve as 



an education platform between US-based businesses and African Small businesses and 
feature items such as health organic products, unique African fashion wear, and African 
art, etc.   
 

2. We Train: The convention will also provide these African small business owners 
(attendees) access to U.S.-based business professionals and investors who will provide 
them with professional counsel. This professional counsel includes the following: team 
building, execution strategies, adaptability skills, U.S. Business law and business models. 
The vision is for these attendees to sharpen their business model and develop good 
business practices as they return to their respective countries. 
 

3. We Connect: The interactions and relationships established at the convention will serve 
as a support system for African entrepreneurs. The connections and established programs 
will help to close the business model gap that exists by preparing U.S-based businesses 
and Africa-based businesses for more reciprocal trade relationships. 

Whether you are interested in global imports and exports, investor matching, global networking, 
training and development, or agriculture and technology, you do not want to miss out on this 
historic convention! Don’t forget, U.S. small businesses will also benefit by leveraging quality 
goods, wholesale pricing and business-to-business opportunities. The Changing Flames 
movement is what we believe will be the driver that will help diversify Africa’s local and 
regional economy, reduce the unemployment rate, create educational and training opportunities, 
and ultimately raise the living standards for African youths, women, and children. We are 
stronger and so much better together! Join the Movement! We ARE Changing Flames! 

 

For more information visit: https://convention.changingflames.com/ 
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